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By:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

relating to the repeal of the appointed judicial panel system

overseeing the Constitutionally established Texas Commission on

Judicial Conduct's disciplinary decisions.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. This Act shall be known as the "Constitutional

Oversight Restoration Act (CORA)".

SECTION 2. Chapter 33, Government Code, is amended by striking

the following from Section 33.001. DEFINITIONS. Subsection (a) to

read as follows:

(a) In this chapter:
(3) "Clerk" means the individual designated by the
commission to assist in:

(A) formal proceedings before the commission or a

special master; or
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(5) "Examiner" means an individual, including an

employee or special counsel of the commission, appointed by
the commission to gather and present evidence before a special

master, the commission, aspecial—ecourt—ofreviews, Or a review

tribunal.
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SECTION 3. Chapter 33, Government Code, is amended by striking
and adding the following from Section 33.024. OATHS AND SUBPOENAS.
to read as follows:

Sec. 33.024. OATHS AND SUBPOENAS. In conducting an

investigationy or formal proceedings,—er—proceedings—before—=a

+
1=

of—review, a commission members+ or special master+

P RS
OtJC\./LLALL A L & g

r o
" oy

er—eof o Speciat—econrt—of review may:

SECTION 4. Chapter 33, Government Code, is amended by striking
and adding the following from Section 33.025. ENFORCEMENT OF
SUBPOENA. to read as follows:

Sec. 33.025. ENFORCEMENT OF SUBPOENA.

(a) The commission may file an application in a district

court or, 1if appropriate, with a special master er——speeial—ecourt

of—review;—to enforce a subpoena issued by the commission under

this chapter.

(b) A special master er——speeiat—ecourt—of reviewmay shall

enforce by contempt a subpoena issued by the commissiony+ or the

special master—er—thespeecial—ecourt—of—review.

SECTION 5. Chapter 33, Government Code, is amended by striking
and adding the following from Section 33.026. WITNESS IMMUNITY.
Subsection (a) to read as follows:

Sec. 33.026. WITNESS IMMUNITY.

(a) In a proceeding or deposition related to a proceeding

before the commissiony+ or a special master, er—a speeiatl—ecouvrt—-of

review;—the commissiony or special master—er—speecial—ecourt—of

Page -2 -
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review—may shall compel a person other than the judge to testify
or produce evidence over the person's claim of privilege against
self-incrimination.

SECTION 6. Chapter 33, Government Code, is amended by striking
and adding the following from Section 33.027. DISCOVERY. to read
as follows:

Sec. 33.027. DISCOVERY.

(a) In formal proceedings er—inapreoceceding beforea speecialt

+ £
(= -

review, discovery shall be conducted, to the extent

practicable, in the manner provided by the rules applicable to
civil cases generally.

(b) On request, a special master+ or the commission—er—a

o

ourt—eof—review shall expedite the discovery in formal

A~
SPeCTa=T

proceedings—er—in—apreceeding before—a speciatl—ecourt—eof—review.

(c) The following may not be the subject of a discovery

request in formal proceedings—er—ir—aproceceding before—a speeiat

+ IR N
(= - 1OV T TV e

SECTION 7. Chapter 33, Government Code, is amended by striking
and adding the following from Section 33.028. PROCESS AND ORDERS.

to read as follows:

Sec. 33.028. PROCESS AND ORDERS.

(a) Process issued under this chapter is valid anywhere in
the state.
(b) A peace officer, an employee of the commission, or any

other person whom the commissiony+ or a special master—er—a speecialt

court—of review designates may serve process or execute a lawful

order of the commissiony or the special master—er—the——speeialt
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SECTION 8. Chapter 33, Government Code, is amended by striking
and adding the following from Section 33.030. ASSISTANCE TO
COMMISSION, SPECIAL MASTER, OR SPECIAL COURT OF REVIEW. to read as
follows:

Sec. 33.030. ASSISTANCE TO COMMISSIONy OR SPECIAL MASTER—©OR
SPECIALT—COURTOF REVIENW.

(b) A state or 1local government body or department, an
officer or employee of a state or local government body, or an
official or agent of a state court shall cooperate with and give
reasonable assistance and information to the commission, an

authorized representative of the commissiony or a special masters+

er—a——Sspee t—eof—review concerning an 1investigation or

KR R
[ Sy & Ry =y A\ AW A W g

proceeding before the commissions or special master—er——speecialt

+ £ vtra Ay
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SECTION 9. Chapter 33, Government Code, is amended by striking
and adding the following from Section 33.032. CONFIDENTIALITY OF
PAPERS, RECORDS, AND PROCEEDINGS. Subsection (d) to read as
follows:

Sec. 33.032. CONFIDENTIALITY OF PAPERS, RECORDS, AND
PROCEEDINGS.

(d) The disciplinary record of a judge, including any private

sanctions, 1is admissible in a subsequent proceeding before the

commission, a special master, a——Speeial—ecourt—of—review, 0Or a

review tribunal.
Section 10. Chapter 33, Government Code, 1s amended by

striking and adding the following to Section Sec. 33.034. REVIEW

Page -4 -



To read as follows
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This Act takes effect immediately if it receives

SECTION 11.

as

a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house,

9

If this

Texas Constitution.

Article III,

provided by Section 39,

10

this

Act does not receive the vote necessary for immediate effect,

11

Act takes effect September 1, 2025.
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